

Board Application

Please complete and return this application to the NAMI SW WA office at 4201 NE 66th Ave, Suite 105, Vancouver, WA 98661.

Board requirements: retain annual NAMI membership, attend monthly evening board meetings, serve on or chair at least one committee, 3-year term, and no conflicts of interest.

Qualifications of Directors:
The NAMI Southwest Washington (NAMI SW WA) Board of Directors seeks individuals who are willing to make a commitment to the governing of NAMI SW WA. This includes a time commitment of approximately three to six hours per month which includes 1 ½ hour monthly meetings. Each member of the board is asked to serve on a committee and attend a once or twice-yearly planning session. The Board of Directors looks for members who have a compassionate heart for the issues and needs of the mental health community and who can bring skills that will assist with the governing of the agency. These skills include but are not limited to business management, legal expertise, internet skills, fund development, volunteer development, teaching, counseling, and general connectedness within the local community.

Board Member Duties:
· Attend monthly meetings and demonstrate commitment to board and agency activities.
· Be well-informed on issues and agenda items in advance of meetings.
· Speak up and be respectful of differing points of view.
· Contribute skills, experience and knowledge.
· Participate in decision-making.
· Assume leadership roles in board activities.
· Chair/serve on one or more committees depending upon skills, interests and agency needs.
· Participate in the evaluation of the organization, board and executive director.
· Work to ensure a professional culture on the board.
· Work to ensure good relationships with stakeholders.
· Participate in fund development activities.






Personal Information:

Name: ________________________________________________ Date of Application: ____________

Address: _______________________________ City: ___________________ State: ___ Zip: ________

Home Phone: _______________ Work Phone: ______________ Email: _________________________


Additional Information (*required): 

*Can you attend a monthly board meeting? Pick one: Yes / No 

If “No”, why: ______________________________________________________________________________________

*Can you serve or chair a committee? Pick one: Yes / No 

If “No”, why: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a committee preference? (Committees include Fundraising, Event Planning, Public Policy, etc.) Or do you have an idea for a committee that you would like to see at NAMI SW WA? _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________


Please list all your affiliations and organizations you are currently active with. Please use a second page if needed. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any experience on a board of directors?  Yes / No 

If yes, which organization(s) and when (which year or years)?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________


Is there someone from either past or current affiliations/organizations that you would like us to speak with? If so, 
please provide their name and contact information. _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Skills, experience, and interests (check any that apply): 
[image: ]
· 

· Mental Health – Public Education
· Mental Health – Policy & Advocacy
· Mental Health – Adults
· Mental Health – Youth & YA
· Mental Health – BIPOC
· Mental Health – LGBTQIA+
· Mental Health – Legal
· Peer & Support Groups
· Housing/Houselessness
· Addiction
· Finance, accounting
· Personnel, human resources
· Administration, management
· Nonprofit experience
· Community service
· Policy development
· Program evaluation
· Public relations, communications
· Education, instruction
· Special events
· Grant writing
· Fundraising
· Outreach
· Other _______________________
· Other _______________________




Because of the nature of the work done at NAMI SW WA we ask that applicants to our board of directors have lived experience, defined as living with a mental health condition yourself or you are a direct relative of someone living with a mental health condition. Tell us a little bit about your experience with mental health/mental illness. What draws you to being involved with NAMI SW WA? Use a second page if necessary. _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________


How would NAMI SW WA benefit from your membership on our board? ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________


Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your interest in serving as a member of the board of directors for NAMI SW WA.
You will be contacted by a current board member within two weeks of receipt of your application.
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